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OBJECTIVE: To determine the effect of several therapeutic re~;imens upon sexual
and asexual parasitemia with P. viva:r; in naturally infected hUDlans.

BACKGROUND: Vivax malaria appears to be on the increase in Tllai1and~ Standard
therapy of P. vivax infections in Thailand consists of 1500 mg of chloroquine
administered over the course of three days. Other therapy incJ.udes a combination
of Su1fadoxine and Pyrimethamine (Fansidar). Fansidar is bein~; used in increas-
ing amounts for the therapy of vivax and fa1ciparum infections in hospitals,
clinics, and as self-treatment.

The new antimalarial, Mefloquine hydrochloride, has been e:hown to be useful
in the therapy of the acute attack of vivax malaria (1). It is also useful in
P.. faZaipa1"Wn infections (2). Primaquine is gametocytocidal ag;ainst the sexual
forms of both Po vivax and P. faZaiparum in very small doses,

METHODS: This study has been carried out in two malaria -enclemic areas inThailand. 
The project was initiated at the Phrabuddabat Hospital, in Saraburi

Province and later moved to the Phraya Paholpolpayuhasena Hospital, the Kan-
chanaburi Provincial Hospital. Most recently, the study has moved back to the
Phrabuddabat Hospital. Patients were admitted from either the out-patient
department of the hospital or the National Malaria Eradication Project detectioncenter. 

Admission criteria of study subjects were:

1. Males at least 18 years of age.

20 Willingness to volunteer for hospitalization and follow-up, The
procedure was carefully explained to the patient, and he was asked to sign a
statement of understanding and agreement.
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